
Year 3 Term 3 Harcourt Primary School – History – Ancient Egypt       

                                                                                    

Vocabulary 
ancient Something from a very long time ago. 

archaeologists People who discover our history by looking at artefacts that have been found. 

cartouche A piece of clay with hieroglyphics written on it.  

civilization A human society with well-developed rules, government, technology and arts. 

Egypt The country on the continent of Africa where the ancient Egyptian civilization was created. 

Egyptologists People who are experts on ancient Egypt. 

hieroglyphics The ancient Egyptian form of writing. 

papyrus  An Egyptian plant whose reeds are slit and placed in layers in order to form paper. 

pharaoh  The word for an ancient Egyptian king or queen. 

pyramid A building built by the ancient Egyptians. It is where pharaohs were laid to rest when they died. 

mummy A dead person who has been preserved. 

River Nile The River that runs all the way through Egypt. 

sarcophagus A decorated stone coffin. 

tomb A sealed room where a person was placed after death. 
 

 

                               

                                 
                       When was the ancient Egyptian civilization?                                      Where is Egypt?                                        The River Nile                        

                                                      
             Great pyramid of Giza              Tutankhamen’s sarcophagus       Inside an ancient Egyptian tomb 


