
Year 5 Term 3 Harcourt Primary School – History – The Victorians       

                                                                                    

Vocabulary 

Census  The process by which a government counts its people. 

Chimney sweep A job that involved climbing into people’s chimneys to clean them. 

Empire A group of territories or peoples under one ruler. 

Era  An important period in history. 

Industrial Revolution  A time of major change in the way products were made. 

Manufacture To make many of something quickly, in a factory using machinery. 

Mine A pit or tunnel from which minerals such as coal are taken. 

Poor Law A law passed in 1834 which ensured that the poor were housed in workhouses, clothed and fed. 

Population The number of people living in a place or country.  

Poverty Being extremely poor. 

Queen Victoria The British monarch who reigned from 1837 to 1901. 

Ragged schools Schools set up by charities to educate poor Victorian children. 

Textile Mill A building with machinery for creating textile such as yarn and fabric. 

Victorian era The period of time when Queen Victoria was the monarch of Great Britain. 

Work House  A public institution where the poor were allowed to live in return for work. 
 

 

                               
   Queen Victoria    A wealthy Victorian family. A poor Victorian family.     Folkestone in the Victorian era.         London in the Victorian era.   

                               
    Inside a workhouse             Inside a textile mill.                     Inside a mine.                           A ragged school.      Children working in a factory. 


