	           Harcourt Dyslexia-Friendly Classrooms

	Red indicates – targeted pupils identified by SENCO with class teacher
All other statements apply to all classrooms
	

	A. Is text in your classroom ‘visually accessible’ for all?
	
	
	

	1.Text can be clearly seen on the whiteboard and worksheets:
  a. Font = Comic sans KS1 progress to KS2 Atlanta
  b. Minimum font size 12/14
  c. 1.5-2 line spacing
  d. Dyslexic pupils seated at front away from light glares and windows
  e. Text is presented on pastel yellow or blue
	
	
	

	2. Working walls are consistent and accessible to all learners:
a. All working walls have key vocabulary with a visual from beginning of the project/topic
b. Phonics display is accessible to all learners in all classrooms
c. Class visual timetable is displayed with widget symbols
	
	
	

	3.Learners with tracking difficulties and/or with visual stress are given support:
a. Pastel books maths and writing
b. Colored overlay
c. Tracking aid e.g. colored Reading Ruler
d. Check the physical environment e.g. lighting, glare from board, seating.
e. PPts are downloaded for individual pupils with tracking problems or copied onto an IPad
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	B. Is target vocabulary accessible for all?
	
	
	

	1. Target vocabulary is displayed on working walls and on word mats:
a. Position on wall at or above eye level
b. Visuals used to support meaning
c. Personalized word mats with visuals
	
	
	

	2. Learners have opportunities to embed relevant subject specific vocabulary
a. Key vocabulary for the lesson is displayed with a visual 
b. Technical vocabulary is pre taught 
c. Knowledge organizers are simplified and include visuals for key vocabulary
d. Model texts are simplified where appropriate and include visuals
e. Learners are over-taught model text to enable immersion of language and structure
	
	
	

	C. Are recording, planning and writing activities accessible for all?
	
	
	

	1. Support is given for ‘memory’:
a.  Use Task Boards or similar e.g. widget on line examples
b.  Use a recording device e.g. Talking Tin, Dictaphone, voice to text
c.  Minimize dictation and copying from the board
d.  Give extra time for processing
e.  Note taking
f.  Steps for success are written/available 
	
	
	

	2. Support is given for the physical act of writing:
a. Twist and write pens
b. Sloping board
c. Finger-spacing tool
d. Access to word-processing/Clicker 8
e. Scribe
f. Voice to  text recognition on clicker 8
g. Pencil grips
	
	
	

	3. Written tasks are appropriately supported and scaffolded:
a. ‘Visual’ planning’ methods (graphic organizers) available on clicker 8
b. Written work is scaffolded e.g. sentence or paragraph starters, writing
frames, word banks/word mats, cloze procedure, Language through Color, Russian Scaffolding
c. Dyslexic pupils are not presented with a blank page to record on

	
	
	

	4. IT is used to support writing:
a. Use word-processing
b. IT-based writing packages such as Clicker 8, speech to write technology (See SENCO).
	
	
	

	D. Consider learner’s self-esteem:
a. Understand - make individual adjustments - give opportunities for success
b. Mark against learning objective – not always spelling 
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