🎄 SENCO Newsletter Harcourt Primary School – Autumn Term 2 
Dear Parents and Carers,
As we wrap up this term and look forward to the festive season, I wanted to share some updates and resources from our Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) provision.
✨ What We’ve Been Working On
· Individual Support Plans: Pupils with SEND/receiving targeted support have updated Support Plans for this term. These will be sent home before the end of term. Once received, any queries please feel free to contact me.
· Interventions: Small group and 1:1 interventions in areas such as phonics, speech and language, sensory circuits, Attention Autism and social skills have continued. We are seeing great progress!
· Staff Training: Due to the increasing number of children being placed on the Neurodiversity pathway or being diagnosed, I have organised bespoke training for all staff run by the Beacon in the New Year. Out Speech and Language therapist will be running training for Early Years and KS1 staff on Communication Boards in the New Year.
🎁 Upcoming Events
· SEND Coffee Afternoon: Join us on Thursday 12th February 2.00pm for an informal chat and to meet other parents on 
🌟 Resources for Families
· KCC support for parents with SENd children  https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/support-for-parents-with-send-children
· Recommended Apps: Speech Blubs and Doodle Maths are great for home practice.
· Social Stories: If your child struggles with changes in routine, please let us know—we can provide tailored social stories.
· KCC SENd 
SEND Enquiries Hub – Contact & Services
For direct SEND assistance:
· Handles EHCP queries (annual reviews, phase transfers, placements)
· Provides updates to your child’s caseworker or assessment
· Contact via an online form or phone: 03000 41 99 94 (Mon–Fri, 9 am–5 pm)
· Also supports school transport queries (personal transport budgets, independent travel, journey updates): 03000 41 21 21
🎄 Tips for a Calm Christmas for Children with SEND
The festive season can be exciting but also overwhelming for some children. Here are a few ideas to help keep things calm and enjoyable:
1. Keep Routines Where Possible
Try to maintain familiar meal and bedtime routines, even during busy days.
2. Prepare for Changes
Use visual timetables or social stories to explain what will happen during special events or family visits.
3. Create a Quiet Space
Have a calm area where your child can take a break if things feel too noisy or busy.
4. Limit Sensory Overload
Twinkling lights and loud music can be overwhelming. Choose decorations and sounds that your child is comfortable with.
5. Give Choices
Let your child choose between two options (e.g., which festive jumper to wear) to help them feel in control.
6. Practice Gift Opening
If surprises are stressful, consider showing or describing gifts in advance.
7. Plan Downtime
Schedule quiet activities like reading, drawing, or a favourite game between busy festive events.
🎅 Wishing You a Wonderful Holiday
Thank you for your continued support in helping every child thrive. I wish you and your family a joyful festive season and a happy New Year!
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